@ Disabled
: Children’s
Partnership

#SENDABetterMessage

Campaign and SEND
Green Paper briefing




Contents

5/6

What is the #SENDABetterMessage
campaign?

Background on the government’s
Green Paper

Problems in disabled children’s services

References

About the Disabled
Children’s Partnership

The DCP is a coalition of over 100 organisations, and
a network of 10,000 parent carers, disabled young
people and supporters, that campaigns for a fairer
system of support for every family with a disabled

child. If you have any questions about the contents of

this briefing, you can email us at
disabledchildrens.partnership@mencap.org.uk



The campaign in a nutshell

* The #SENDABetterMessage campaign calls for
the government to reform how disabled children’s
services work, to create a fairer system that gets
families the support they deserve without having to
fight tooth and nail to get it.

* Currently, too many disabled children and
families have to battle through a confrontational,
bureaucratic process to get the services they're
entitled to in order to live a good quality of life - with
different services providers not working well together
with unclear accountability. This campaign aims to
challenge this broken system.

* The campaign was launched shortly after the
government released its SEND Green Paper in March
2022, and was designed with parent carers and
supporter organisations from the DCP

How you can get involved

* Keep an eye on the campaign webpage for
the latest way to take action and get involved:
disabledchildrenspartnership.org.uk/
sendabettermessage

* At the time of writing, you can email your

MP record a video or write a blog sharing your
experiences, or take part in the government's
consultation. As the campaign develops, there will
be other ways to get involved.

What are the DCP’s
other campaigns?

The DCP also campaigns on funding
for disabled children’s services, raising
awareness of the impact of the pandemic
on families, and increasing understanding
across society about the secret lives of
families with disabled children. Find out
more at disabledchildrenspartnership.
org.uk/our-campaigns/

What is the campaign calling
for?

* #SENDABetterMessage calls on the
government to use its SEND reform programme
to create a more just, fairer system of support for
disabled children and families — one that is easier to
navigate and gets them the services they're entitled
without having to fight for them.

* Different services, local government departments
and agencies should priortise the needs of families
with disabled children, and work together to
present a joined up and effective landscape

of support - and they should be properly
accountable for doing so.

* The government should seize the SEND Review
to implement these wholesale reforms, but also
look at implementing quick wins with small changes
that could make a huge different to families in the
short-term.
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Needs are not being met

Our October 2021 report, The Gap Widens, showed
that there was huge funding gap in disabled children’s
health and care services — including £573 million in
social care, creating a huge amount of unmet need.

There is a

billion funding shortfall in disabled
children’s health and care.?

This was only made worse in the pandemic
as services like therapies, respite care, and
equipment were further delayed and diverted.

Nearly

3ind

disabled children have seen their
progress managing their conditions
regress in the pandemic.?

Nearly

1/2

of disabled children are waiting over a
year to see an educational psychologist.*

The specialist education system is under
resourced, with schools lacking places and staff,
and the training needs of staff constantly missed.

Fighting for support

Parent carers often find themselves at the centre of an
extremely bureaucratic system, having to fight constant
battles to access support they are entitled to.

These lengthy battles take a huge toll on the
mental health of the entire family, and result in
lengthy delays to families receiving the services they
are entitled to live a good quality of life - especially
when parents end up having to traverse through legal
and administrative battles at tribunals and hearings.
This also prevents parents from contributing to society,
and results in many parents having to spend a huge
amount of their own money.

parent carers have seen their emotional
or mental health deteriorate because of
not getting the right support.®

Local authorities only won \‘
of hearings when families with disabled

children took them to tribunal over not
getting the right services.®

40%

of families with disabled children
have seen their savings wiped out
fighting and paying for support.’
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gov.uk/government/consultations/send-review-right-
support-right-place-right-time
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disabledchildrenspartnership.org.uk/families-of-disabled-
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letuslearntoo.com/the-send-money-survey/
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The Disabled Children’s Partnership (DCP) is a growing coalition of over 100 organisations who have joined forces,
working closely in partnership with parents, to campaign for improved health and social care for disabled children, young
people and their families.VVe are administered by Royal Mencap Society (registered company in England and Wales no.
00550457; registered charity numbers are 222377 in England and Wales, and SC041079 in Scotland).
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